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COURT- SECRET: 


A 


MELANCHOLY TRUTH. 


* 
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INTRODUCTION to the READER. 


Friend, Wh. 
F thou art not one of thoſe, 
wo think that none but odd 
Fellows pore over. Oriental 
Manuſcripts; and that the Matter 
contain'd in the laid Manuſcripts is, 
to the ſull, as odd as thoſe who ſtu- 
dy. it, thou wilt not, perhaps, be 
diſpleaſed with the following Frag- 
ment ; which was tranſmitted to me. 


from France, as a very great Curt- 
A oſity, 


Ka) 
- olity, by a Member of the Acade- 
my Royal. 

Thou muſt, however, accept the 
Tranſlation on the ſame Terms that 
I did the Original, which is in Ara- 
bick ; that is to lay, without a Key 
to the Characters or Facts it treats 
of; Hiſtory not affording us the 
leaſt Aſſiſtance to gueſs at either: 
It begins abruptly, after the follow- 


ing Manner. 
---The Hog of Noah was not more 


. —_— F : RT ek e 210 ee: 7 - : 1 — - We 
* It: $5 a PS © Oy 1 AE? St Py 1 N * * n - r p e . 

a = £ 2 ö Td > 3 * 2 5 i * 8 * W, 5 * ; = . , l > >4, 
> — *. y : Co 38 N p E404 : p a. pf gs nn 2-5 2 2 e 6 q 7 * | ” 5 
= + wY on NEL p 1 yy R "we SEA att +0. 4030 7 "LG; of Net 8 l 5 LI. 2 - SO i 3 +» "CO On 

IF . 122 TY * N 2 8 . A. 2 7 * 8 22 N 7 N N N * N MW . 8 * 8 vi ky 2 0 * 1 P > W f 5 W . 1 i 5 oY 

2 ee e R Wy * ns G e "ou OL BE ee Coo Bn Hands 3 r e [g's 9 e R * <=x an f F 

; . . 4 N 0 nf 8 2 a 


ſenſual, Eve's Peacock more gaudy, 
or Hlomon's Horſe more proud; no | 
Fox was more ſubtle, no Wolff 
more voracious, no Dog more fawn- 


; ing, no Hare more timorous, and 

no Cat more deſperate: To Foy then 
that God had given the Sultan into 
ſuch Hands, was to ſay, that he had, 


== [ —_ VT 0 Ai 


(IJ 
in a Manner, forſaken him, and that 
the very Dedjeal himſelf had alrea- 
dy mark'd him out for his Prey. 

The principal Point this Monſter 
of a Vizier had in View, was to per- 
petuate his ill-got Power ; and the 
Means he uſed for that End, was to 
enfeeble and oppreſs the People, 
whom he fear d, and cajole his Ma- 
ſter, whom _ he. deſpiſed; in both 
which wicked Projects, he was but 
too ſucceſsful. | | 

The Power and Authority he was 


poſſeſs d of, ſoon enabled him to 


compaſs the firſt ; but more Time 
and Addreſs were requiſite for the 
laſt: The Nations under his Rod 
found themſelves divided into two 
Tribes, Aſſes and Drivers: And, not 
having been uſed to the Whip or 

5 the 


(6) 
the Load, not only complain d of 
the Impoſitions they felt, but ſtrug- 


gled hard to remove them. 


There was yet about the Sultan 


one Man, of the Race of Ali En 
Azra, who. ſcorn'd the Vizier, as 
much as he loved his Sovereign ; 
who ſeem d to be left as an Example 
to the Great, of all the Virtues they 
ought to imitate : Fond of Fame, 
but more of Virtue : Loyal, but 
not for Reward : Free in the Deli- 
very of Truth, but oentle in the 
Manner: Modeſt in defending him- 
ſelf, reſolute in the Defence of o- 
thers : Not void of human Frailties, 
but not too proud to acknowledge 
them: Incapable of Flattery, tho 


to oblige the Woman he lov'd, or 


temporize with the Prince he re- 


verd: 


az, 


ver'd: Of ſuch exemplary Honour, 
that no Conſideration, tho of Life 


itſelf, was of any Weight in the 


Scale againſt it. In a Word, he was 
in all Things the Reverſe of the Vi- 
zier; and therefore, till he was un- 
done, the Vizier never thought him- 
ſelf ſafe. 

Nor wagthis Apprehenſion of kis 
without Foundation; for when he 


had left the Sultan, ſelt- ſatisfy'd as 


a God, believing all his Affairs to be 
in the moſt flouriſhing State, his Go- 


vernment eſtabliſh d, his People 


happy, his Enemies ſubmiſſive, and 
his Glory atthe tull ; the plain-deal- 


ing Achmet, from Time to Time, 
broke the Bubble, with a ſingle Blaſt, 
and manifeſted to him, that when 
the Waters were covered with the 

moſt 


68) 
moſt Froth, they were ever the moſt 


troubled. 5 
To rid the Court of this dange- 


rous Nuſance, and render it all of 


a Piece, was now become the Vi- 
ꝛier's favourite Point; and, in or- 
der thereto, many a pathetic Re- 
monſtrance, many a warm Com- 
plaint, and many an inſidious Pre- 
tence did he urge to the Sultan: But 
ſo clear was Achmets Innocence, 
ſo acknowledged his Virtue, that all 
the Traitor's Artifices recoil'd upon 
himſelf, and he half trembled for 
fear what he projected for the Ruin 
of his Enemy {ſhould haſten his own. 

It happen d, at length, that cer- 
tain of the Sultan's Allies, taking 
Advantage of the Weakneſs and 


Wickedneſs of his corrupt Viziers 
Ad- 
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Adminiſtration, invaded his Fron- 
tiers, plunder d his Towns, and led 
his Subjects into Captivicy: Pro- 
vok d with which Indignities, all the 
Nations under his Command, as 
with one Voice, importun'd the 
Prince for Vengeance, and to be 
led forth in Arms againſt the E- 
nemy. But ſo unwilling was the 
Vizier to part with any of the public 
Treaſure, for any noble Purpoſe; ſo 
conſcious of his Inability to conduct 
a War; and ſo fearful that new De- 
mands on the People would occaſi- 
on an Enquiry into the Application of 
the incredible Sums he had already 
ſquandered, that he artfully ſtav d 
off the Rupture for ſeveral Vears; 
meanly ſolliciting the Mercy of the 
Enemy, on one hand, and artfully 
pro- 


(10) 
promiſing ing his Fellow Subjects Re- 
dreſs on . other. 

But, notwithſtanding his fair Pro- 
miſes, no Symptom of any ſuch thing 
appearing, and the Tempers of the 
People, by a long Series of Injuries, 
being work d up to a dangerous Fer- 
ment, Achmet, as uſual, took Ad- 
vantage of the Criſis, to lay the 
whole Truth before the Sultan; who, 
aſtoniſh d to find that his Subjects had 
ſo deeply ſuffer d, that his own Ho- 
nour had ſo long been at Stake, and 
that ſo little Dependence was to be 
placed on the trifling Negotiations 
of his Vizier, not only reſol ved that 
very Inſtant to declare War, but of- 
fered to nominate to the chief Com- 
mand, whatever General his faithful 
Achmet thought proper to recom- 


mend. Achmet 
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- | Achmet did not fail to improve 
che Opportunity, and having pauſ- 
ed a few Minutes, Lord of my Life, 
ſaid he, there is a Soldier, long ſince 
laid aſide by the Vizier, for ſpeak- 
ing as a Soldier ſhould, Truth, and 
deny dthe Preferment due to his Va- 
lour and virtue; I mean Oſinyn the 
Aga. There never yet was Dan- 
ger which he durſt not face, nor 
Fraud that he would not detect, nor 
Vice that he would not oppoſe: His 
Sword is his Advocate; his Services 
bear witneſs of his Worth, and the 
Records of our Scribes will be his 
Memorial. He, were I worthy to 


adviſe, ſhould go forth as thy Sha- 
dow, to chaſtiſe Licentiouſneſs, re- 
ſtore Diſcipline, awake valour, at- 
chieye Glory, and reward Deſert. 


Thy Slaves will find him now in the 
Field, toiling with his own victorious 
Hands; thoughtleſs of Ambition, 
but diſpos'd to receive thy ſublime 
Beheſts with a Veneration next to 
that he offers up to Heaven. 
Be it ſo, replied the Sultan. He 
is my Elect! Let him know, I com- 
mit both my Glory and Vengeance 


to his Charge. But lay thy Hand 


on thy Mouth, Achmet. This Re- 
ſolution I challenge as my own, nor 
will Ipermit my Vizier to oppoſe it: 
As, therefore, thou regardeſt thy own 
Honour, or my Friendſhip, keep the 
Secret inviolably. 

This Achmet did not fail to pro- 
miſe with the utmoſt Earneſtneſs, 
and withdrew tranſported with his 


Commiſſion ; tho' not ſo much be- 
caule 
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4 
cauſe it was a Proof of his Credit 
and Power with his Lord; as that 
the brave Oſinyn would, at laſt, find 
himſelf in a Capacity to employ his 
great Abilities to avenge the Inſults 


ſo long offer d to his Country. 


It was one of the ſtanding Arti- 


* © * * 
fi ces of the Vizier, to ſurround his 


Maſt er with his Spies; in which he 
was ſo ſucceſsful, that the Sultan had 
no Retirement ſo ſecret, but his In- 
telligence found him out; nor was 
any Corner of his Seraglio ſo ſacred, 
but his Emiſſaries had means to 
make themſelves acquainted with 
all that was tranſacted there; he had 


even bribed the reigning Sultana in- 


to his Intereſt, and furniſh'd her 
with Inſtructions, which ſhe was of- 
ten to practiſe, in the very Moment 


when 


(14) 
when Love and Fondneſs render'd 
her Influence moſt irreſiſtible. 

"Tis no Wonder, therefore, thar 
he was inſtantly inform d of this Ca- 
binet-Conference between the Sul- 
tan and Achmet; or of the apparent 
Satisfaction which was viſible in the 
Eyes of the laſt, when he took his 


Leave : But, tho he received Inti- 


mation of the Conference, he re- 


mained in total Ignorance, as to the 
Subject-Matter on which it turn d: 
Not a Whiſper had been heard, not 


a Syllable had been dropp d, not a 
Hint had eſcap'd; all was dark and 


impenetrable as Midnight; and, as 
the Guilty are ever in Terror, the 
Vizier was like one of the Damn d, 


till he had diſcover d the Secret: In 


which, 


( 
which, nevertheleſs, he met with 
almoſt unſurmountable Difficulties, 


ſince the Sultana herſelf was not on- 
ly left in the Dark, but when ſhe 
try d her uſual Arts, Flatteries, En- 
dearments, Reſentments, Sullenneſ- 
ſes, Tears, Faintings, to worm out 
the Truth, had the Mortihcation to 
meet with nothing but downright 
Refuſals, attended with Frowns and 
Rebukes. 


A Prince is to his Court, what the 
Sun 1s to the Firmament : If he 


ſhines, every Object is gilded : If 
clouded, all is gloomy. 'The Re- 
ſentment of the Sultan, the Vexati- 
on of his fair Fayourite, and the 
Apprehenſions of his Vizier, had gi- 
ven an Air of Diſtraction to almoſt 
every Face, nor could the dulleſt 

| Obſerver 


Obſerver be long at a Loſs to gueſs 
the Cauſe. 

There was then at Court a young 
Man named Ihrahim, who had en- 


dear'd himſelf to the Vizier, by ma- 


nifeſting a Genius for Intrigue, ſcarce 
inferior to his own ; and who had, 
beſide, made it appear, that he was 
Body and Soul at his Devotion. To 
him did the miſerable Vizier pour 
forth his Diſcontent, rather to un- 
boſom, than with any Hope of having 
it removed; and was therefore alto 
niſhed to Was him, on the contrary, 
undertake, without the leaſt Heſi- 
tation, to ſurmount all Obſtacles, 
and procure him ſpeedy Relief at 
the Peril of his Head. My Lord, 
ſaid he, I am but juſt return d 55. 
viſiting Fatima, the illuſtrious Wi- 

dow 
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(17) 

dow of Kara Ebn Iſhmael ; the loves 
Achmet, and is tenderly belov'd by 
him: As Chance made him ac- 
quainted with her Beauties in the 
Life of her late Lord, ſhe has per- 
mitted him to ſee her unveil d ever 
ſince his Death: Beſide, their Nup- 
tials being near at Hand, ſhe makes 
no Secret of her Paſſion for him; 
and as Achmet, ſince this ſecret Con- 
ference with the Sultan, has ſent 
Letters and Excuſes, when he was 
expected in Perſon, the has expreſs d 
her Chagrin for the Diſappointment 
openly : An Incident of this Nature 


happen d while I was preſent, and 


I could eaſily perceive, that her Re- 
ſentment was not without ſome Mix- 
ture of the Wormwood of Jealou- 


ſy: From which flight Hint, my 
Lord, 


( 18 ) 
Lord, expect to have all your Wiſh- 
es anſwer d. 

Thrahim then took his Leave of 
the Vizier, and return'd to Fatima, 
whom he found diſpatching a Billet 
to Achmet, to inſiſt on his immedi. 
ate Preſence, in order to clear up 
his late unprecedented Behaviour. 
It, ſaid he entring, fair Lady, your 
Thoughts are upon your ablent Lo- 
ver; or you are diſpoſed to com- 
mand his Attendance, your Meſ- 


ſenger muſt be diſpatch d to the 


Houſe of Oſyn the Aga. The 
Hours he ſhould enjoy with you, he 
waſtes there; I ſaw him this Mo- 
ment ſlip in at the Poſtern, as one 
who cared not to be diſcovered; 
and tho tis probable his Viſits may 
be innocent, tis poſſible they may 

be 
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be otherwiſe. If the Family of O- 


myn are above Solicitation; or if 
the Remembrance of your ſuperior 
Attractions ſecures him from any 
laſting Infidelity, tis poſſible he may, 
for a Moment, forget himſelf in the 
Arms of ſome bewitching Slave, 
whom he may intend to part with, 
as cheaply as he won. ---- ſay, tis 
poſſible, that even _Achmet, for a 
Moment, may be thus ſeduc d, and 
tis neceſſary you ſhould be deliver d 
from the Suſpicion: Oblige him then 
to lay open the Secret of theſe my- 
ſerious Viſits to the Bottom. Tis 


a Satisfaction you may demand of 

him, and which he cannot refuſe. 
Fatima lent a greedy Ear to this 
Advice, it favour'd the Paſſion that 
was then uppermoſt in her Heart, 
G and 


and Which ſhe was reſolved, at all 


Hazards, ſhould be indulged. Glad, 


therefore, that ſhe had receiv'd ſome 
Intelligence on which to ground her 
Suſpicions, ſhe waited with ungo- 
vernable Impatience for the Arrival 
of Achmet, which was almoſt the 
Moment Ibrahim took his Leave 3 
and they were no ſooner alone, but 
ſhe open d her whole Heart, and that 
in the imperious Stile of provok d 
Beauty, conſcious it may command, 
and reſolute to be obey d. 

Aobmet was Thunder- ſtruck with 
this unexpected Trial; but, never- 
theleſs, defended himſelf like a Man 
of Senſe, Spirit, and Honour: Firſt 


by witty Evaſions, Raillery, and Hu- 


mour; then by general Aſſertions 


of his Innocence, and the moſt ar- 
dent 


* 


t / Twp 


1 


dent Expreſſions of unfeigned Af. 
fection, and unalterable Fidelity: 
But all this proving but Oil to the 
Fire, and Fatima ſtill inſiſting per- 


emptorily on being ſatisfy d to the 


minuteſt Point; he then urg d, that 
what ſhe was ſo curious to know was 
a State=-Secret communicated under 
the Seal of the Cabinet; remonſtra- 
ted the Sultan's particular Com- 
mand, and that his own Honour was 
pledg d for his Obedience and Inte- 
grity.--- And what, lays ſhe, my Lord, 
do I deſerve to be made your Wife, 
and not to be truſted with what e- 
very Court-Spy will be Maſter of 
To-morrow. as well as you? --- No, 
no, this is a poor, thin Pretence to 
evade the Truth, and put a Stop to 
my Enquiries. But Lam not lo ea- 
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of the Confidence he had placed in 
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ſily deceiv d; and either reſolve to 
comply, or to ſee me no more. At 
theſe Words ſhe roſe haſtily from 
off the Sofa, and made towards the 
Door with ſuch an Air, as left no 
Room to doubt ſhe was in Earneſt.--- 
This was a Sight the infatuated Ach- 


met could not bear : He follow'd 


her with Precipitation, hung upon 


profound Silence; during which 
Time his Heart was torn with Ago- 
nies inexpreſſible. At laſt, Love 
gain d the Aſcendancy, and Fatima s 
Triumph was complete. Ahmet 
pour d the fatal Secret into the Bo- 
ſom of his Beloved ; made a Merit 
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her Robe, and having, in a Man- 
ner, forc d her back to the Sofa, ga- 
Zed upon her for ſome Minutes in 


rr 


her, and only conjured her not to 


forget that he had entruſted her both 


with his Life and Honour. Fatima, 
on the other Hand, was ſo overjoy d 


with her Conqueſt, that ſhe taſted 


almoſt as much Pleaſure from her 
Pride as her Love; and became ſo 
liberal of her Acknowledgments, 
that Achmet had ſcarce Power to 
perceive his own Weaknels, or re- 


gret his Infidelity. 


In this Temper, on each ſide, they 
parted; and the next Morning, Ibra- 


him, who was impatient to know 


the Succeſs of his Artifice, paid a- 
nother Viſit to Fatima, who receiv d 
him with that peculiar Air of Satiſ- 
faction, which breaks out involun- 
tarily, when the Boſom ſwells with 
pleaſing Paſſions which it pants to 

com- 


C24) 
communicate. Ihrabim inſtantly 
perceiv d it, and did not fail to bleed 
her in the right Vein. It was not 


enough that ſhe had carried her 


Point, and ſubdued the Virtue of ſo 
conſiderable a Man as Achmet; the 
Glory of it was ſtill behind, and Thra- 
him, ſhe perſuaded herſelf, for his 
paſt Information, had a ſort of Right 
to participate in the Succeſs. He 
needed only then to open the Chan- 
nel, and the Stream followed: The 
dreaded, coveted, miſchievous Se- 
cret could now be contain'd no long- 


er, and twas hard to determine, 


whether the Hearer or Relater en- 
joy d it moſt. 

Ibrahim, having now carried his 
darling Point, made his Viſit as ſhort 
23 poſlible, and poſted to the. Vizier, 


who 


> L 
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who gave him inſtant Audience, de- 
vour'd his News, and witneſs d ſuch 
a malignant Joy on that Occaſion, 
as it may be ſuppos d the Dedjeal 
feels on a Survey of the Damn'd. 
Thrahim, ſaid he, thou haſt made me 
happy; I ſhall now triumph over 
this Fellow and his Virtue : The Em- 
pire will henceforward be wholly at 
my Mercy, and thou ſhalt command 
thy own Reward. 

He then made the beſt of his way 
tothe Seraglio, and being admitted to 
the Sultan; May theDays of my Lord, 
ſaid he, endure as long as the Sun, 
and may his Glory be eternal. Here 
are the Seals of thy ſublime Author 
rity, with the Cuſtody of which thou 
haſt ſo long honour d thy faithful 


Slave. Permit me now to reſign 
them 


| ( 26}: 
them at thy Footſtool, and let the 
ſhort Reſidue of a Life, worn ont in 
thy Service, be ſpent in Prayers for 
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thy perpetual Felicity. Thou halt RF 
thought proper to withdraw thy | 
Confidence from me, withdraw alſo 
thy Power! Achmet has thy Heart, 
let him alſo wield thy Sceptre.---But 4 
let me beſeech thy ſublime High- 
nels not to truſt him too far. The 


Secrets of thy Empire are too migh- b 
ty for him; even the Intentions of q 
thy Goodneſs in favour of Oſmyn + 
the Aga have already eſcapd him,; 
they are become the Talk of the | 


Soldiery, and the very Merchants 


canvaſs the Conſequences over their 
Kopha. I ſpeak this from a Heart 
full of Zeal for thy Service, not in 
Envy of Achmet's deſtin d Great- 


nels. 
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(27) 
neſs.---All this while the gültig diſ- 


covered the higheſt Aſtoniſhment, 


mix d with Concern and Indignati- 
on, and when the Vizier had ended, 
remain'd for a while in a profound 
Silence ; after which, like one who, 
from a State of Perplexity, had 
brought his Reflections to an Iſſue; 
Withdraw, Behemoth, (aid he to the 
Vizier, before the Sun ſets thou ſhalt 
know my Pleaſure. The Vizier, 
with a profound Reverence obey d, 
and the Sultan immediately diſ- 
parch'd one of his Pages to order 
Achmet to come into 15 Prelence , 


that Moment. 


Achmet was then ar the Feet of 


his charming Widow, diſſolv d in 
Raptures, 651 her having, in Ac- 
knowledgment of his "Ha on 


D con- 
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conſented that the morrow ſhould 


be their Wedding-Day : But, on re- 

ceiving the Sultan's Command, took, 

as he thought, a ſhort Farewell, and 
| haſten'd to obey it. 

Being come to. the Seraglio, he 

found the Sultan alone; who thus 


ſignified his Pleaſure. Behemoth is 
thy Enemy, Achmet ; I, therefore, 


am not prone to 8 7H credit, | 
when he brings Complaints againſt 
thee ; nor ld prevail on my ſelf 


„„ ů „ + 2 ts i 1244 

AB * . YES, 

* * PO nd. n * 
8 1 op Or 4 W 
8 o OS or SEEDS 


to condemn thee without a Hearing. 
ask d thy Advice preferable to his, 
and follow d it; but enjoin d thee 
not to let the 3 eſcape the: 
He ſays thou haſt; and dds ſuch | 
Particulars, as would ſtagger any I 
Man leſs attach'd to thee than I. Is 


it true? I will be determined by 
8 thy 
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1 
thy own Voice; for I am ſtill con- 
ident thou can'ſt not lye. Achmet, 
covered with Confuſion, continued 


ſilent· My Friend, continues the 
Sultan, do not give me the Pain of 
doubting a Moment.---O Fatima, 
cries out the unfortunate Arhmer, 
and fainted away. Bur, ſoon re- 
covering himſelf, and being out of 
Countenance, at his want of. Firm- 


neſs when he needed it ſo much, 


recollected all that was brave about 


him, and then went on: Lord of 
my Life, I will not pretend to ex- 


tenuate, what can neither be con- 


cealed or excuſed. I have ales. 
a Woman with my Honour, who it 
appears, had none of her own. The 


Secret is out, and I am undone.---A- 
nother Paule of Silence enſued The 


Sultan 


(30) 

Sultan looked to be the Image of 
Sorrow, and Achmet of Deſpair.--At 

laſt the Sultan clos'd the Scene with Þ 

theſe Words: Achmet, Iam not on- p 
ly ſorry for thee, but the whole kind; | 
ſince thou haſt deceiv'd me, I have 
loſt all Confidence, and from hence- MF 
forward will be governed by In- 1 
tereſt always, by Inclination never.-- 
The Aga Oſmyn Iwill, however, | l 
employ on thy Recommendation 3 
ſince, Iam well perſuaded, his Vir- ] 
tue deſerved it; nor will I ever \ 
t 


ſhock him with the Remembrance | 

of thy Indiſcretion.· Adieu, Ach- x 1 
met, we have each of us lok a © 
Friend, which neither can ever re- | ( 


gain. At theſe Words the Monarch |} 
roſe, and Achmet, having kilsd the | 
Hem of his Robe, left his Preſence, . 


Il 
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in a Situation of Mind, to be ima- 
gin d, perhaps, but not to be * 
ſcribd. | 
When he found himſelf at home, 
he threw himfelf on the firſt Sofa 
he met with, ſtunn d with the Miſ- 
fortune that had befel him, and, for 
the preſent, incapable of Reflection; 
his Servants ſpread the Table, and 
he ſat down to it as uſual, bur with 
the Mien of one .who {lept with his 
Eyes open; in the Poſſeſſion, but 
without the Uſe of his Senſes. In 
this dreadful Manner he paſs d the 
reſt of the Day, and when Night 
came on, it brought with it neither 
Comfort nor Repoſe. With the 
Dawn his intellectual Faculties re- 
turned: The Promiſe he had ſo long 


lolicited, ab which he had receiv 4 
with 


632) 

with ſuch Wars from Fatima, 
ruſh'd into his Mind, and, rouſing 
him from his Trance at once, diſ- 
play'd before his View a Scene of 
Wretchedneſs, that ſeem'd to have 
neither Bound nor End. What was 
before his Paradiſe, was now be- 
come his Hell. Both Fatima and 
himſelf he conſider d as fallen An- 
gels, that Grace could not reach, that 
Penitence could not fave. He had 
forfeited his Honour; ſhe had be- 
tray d her Love: But to think of 
her was Horror; to be wedded to 
her Madneſs; and in his own Heart 
no Reſource of Comfort was leſt: It 
was an empty, uſeleſs Casket, from 
whence the Twin-Jewels, Honour 


and Content, were ſtoln. | 
3 Such 


( 22 1 


Such was the deplorable Situation 


of the unfortunate Achmet; while 


Fatima, on the other Hand, had ſlept 
like the Favourite of Providence, 
in the very Arms of Tranquility, 
and ſaluted the Morning when ſhe 
roſe, as the Harbinger of Happineſs; 
Love and Achmet took up all her 


Thoughts; ſhe dreſs' d, ſhe laugh d, 


ſhe ſummon'd her Friends to ſhare 
in her Good- Fortune; ſhe thought 


the Moments, inſtead of being wing d, 


had leaden Feet, and wantonly chid 
them to make more Haſte away. 


The appointed Hour at laſt arri- 
ved: The Circle was form'd all 


bright, all beautiful: The Bride in 
the Midſt diſtinguiſh'd like the Mo- 
ning Star, by ſuperior Luſtre. No- 
thing now was wanting but 4rhmet, 
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( 34 ) 
and every haſty Footitep ſeem'd to 


promiſe his Arrival. 
But, behold, in his ſtead, when. 


Expectation was almolt el with 


Longing, a Meſſenger enters, and 
who, having preſented a Billet to 
Fatima, vaniſh'd in ſuch Haſte, as 
ſeem'd to indicate an Anſwer was 
no Part of his Commiſſion. 

Ar this unexpected Incident the 
Brides Countenance fell at once, 
her Breaſt heav d, her Colour went 
and came, her Hand trembled, a 
cold Sweat ſtood upon her Brow; 
and, having with her Eye ran haſti- 
ly over the fatal Letter, ſhe gave a 
loud Shriek, and fainted away. 

The Gaiety of a Nuptial Scene 


was now Wholly loſt in a general 


Contuſion; Part of the Bride's fair 


Friends, 
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Friends received her in their Arms, 

and us'd their beſt Endeayours to 
| recal her wandring Spirits; 2 "while 
the reſt, with irreſiſtible Curioſity, 
examin d the Lines which had Power 
to effect ſo ſudden and ſo ſad a 
| Change. 
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AchMET to FATIMA. 


O Fatima ! 
HOU haſt ruin'd the Man who 
adord thee. I truſted thee 
with my Honour, and thou halt be- 


trayd it to my Enemy. Of Trea- 
chery, however, I do not accuſe 


thee : But if Frailty implies Guilt, 


thou haſt even more to anſwer for 
than I: For had'ſt not thou tempred, 
I had not fallen. Thee I forgive; 
myſelf I cannot; and, for fear | 
ſhould, am reſoly'd to look on the 
Eyes of my Undoer no more. 
Adieu, Fatima! Before this is pre- 

ſented 


"a 


( 27 ) 
ſented to thee, I ſhall be number'd 


with thoſe that have been. 


The Moment this was read, the 
Houſe rung with Lamentations, and 
Meſſengers were diſpatch'd at full 
Speed, to prevent, if poſſible, ſuch 
a miſerable Cataſtrophe. Impoſlible, 
indeed, it prov'd. Dead they found 
him on his Sofa; with a smile on 
his Countenance, as if to ſignify his 
Tranſgreſſion was now atton'd for. 
On a Tablenear him lay the Copies 
of two Letters, the Contents of 
which were as follow. 


To the SULTAN. 


þ HO'I ſurviv d my Honour, I 
could not t the juſt Reſentment 


which 
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which follow'd the Loſs of it. My 


Innocence was then my Glory, and, 


on the Strength of that, I one Day 
hoped to convince thee, how juſtly 
thy People complain of Behemoth: 

how deeply thou art injur d by ha 
infamous Adminiſtration ; and from 
what diſintereſted ae I Te 0 
it. 

But when his FREE had pre- 


vailed againſt me, when .I became 


anſwerable for this one Eſcape,” I 
looked upon myſelf both as a uſeleſs, 
and a culpable Being; and, there- 
fore, choſe to lay down Life, as a 
Burthen, which every Day would 
have render'd more grievous, than it 


had been the laſt. 


If ever then thou ſhould'ſt da 
Achmet the Honour of a Remem- 
brance, 


(39) 
brance, let it be, as of one who liv'd 
for thy Service, and, when inca- 
pable of acting up to his Wiſhes, 


would live no longer: As of one 


who Was devoted to thy Perſon, not 


thy Power . and ho, in an Age of 
Proſtitution, gave it no Counte- 
nance by his E N 

Tho Behemoth, I know, will kind 


matter of Triumph in my Death, 


and, perhaps, endeavour to fet a 
Mark of Infamy on my Grave, I 


neither crave thy Royal Protection 


from his Inſults, nor Umbrage for 
my Memory: Poſterity is impartial, 
and will do juſtice to us both: But 
if ever J have found Favour of thy 
Sight, if ever I provd my ſelf in 
Heart devoted to thee, beware thy ſelf 
of his pernicous Counſels! Tis the 

Ad- 


( 40 ) 


Advice thar, living, I always gave 


thee: Tis the Advice that, dying, Ibe- 
queath thee.-- He will, as uſual, make 
a Merit of ſhielding thee from the 
ill Practices of thy Enemies ; but 
thou wilt one Day find, that no E- 
nemy is half ſo much to be dreaded, 
as a falſe Friend. That thy Days 
may be long and happy, thy Reign 
glorious, thy End ſerene, and thy 
Memory rever d, is the laſt Prayer 


of thy Slave, 
ACHMET. 


7⁰ 
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(44.2 
To BEHEMOTH, 
Behemoth, 


1 Committed one Treſpaſs, and 


puniſh'd it with my own Hand 


| (how happy had it been for thy 


Country, if thou had'ſt done the 
{ame by thine 2) but had'ſt thou as 
many Lives as there are Moments 
in a Year, and were to forfeit them 
all in Succeſſion, could'ſt thou ſay, 
with a ſafe Conſcience, when laying 
down thy laſt, My $;ns are exprated? 
As thou haſt but one Life then to 
forfeit, thou wilt ſay perhaps, alas, 
for Pity ! that in this Cale, J uſtice 
is bankrupt, and cannot ſatisfy ſuch 
an Infinity of Claims; and thou wilt 


ſay true. But if chou haſt the leaſt 
Par- 
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Particle of Honeſty remaining, thou 


wilt offer a Compoſition, at leaſt, 
and agree to pay, as far as thou art 
able. -Hiſtory will then have one 
Inſtance to quote in thy Favour; 


and when thou ſhalt have thy final 


Audit, thou wilt have ſomething 


to plead in Abatement of the heavy 
Puniſhment thou haſt Reaſon to ex- 
pe, and can ſt not poſſibly avoid. 
Thou haſt never thought me thy 
Friend; but thy Flatterers never ad- 
viſed thee half ſo honeſtly; and tho 
it has hitherto been my Glory, that 
we never yet trode in the ſame Path, 
tis now my earneſt Requeſt, that 
thou would'ſt follow me. By the 
Time that thou receiveſt this Paper, 
I ſhall have put an end to an obnoxi- 
ous Life. According to the' Saying 
of 


(43) 
of the Prophet of the Nazarenes, Go 


THY WAY, AND Do LIKEWISE. 
H. ſhall the Land have Reft, 


as dell as | 
ACHMET. 


Here the Tale breaks off: And 
whether Behemoth follow'd the Ex- 
ample of Achmet, or Achit hophel; 
whether the Sultan learn'd to walk 
without miniſterial Leading-Strings; 
and whether Fatima broke her Heart 
for the Loſs of her Lover, will re- 
main Doubts, perhaps, till the 
Judgment-Day. 
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